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The  Co-Operative  Workrooms 

FOR  HANDICAPPED  WOMEN 

CHARITY  BUILDING 
43  Hawkins  Street  Rooms  47,  48  &  49 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


President ,  Earl  of  Camperdown 

62  Commonwealth  Avenue 

Vice' President,  Mr.  William  H.  Pear 
23  Francis  Avenue,  Cambridge 

Treasurer,  Mr.  Orrin  G.  Wood 

Merchants  National  Bank 

Secretary,  E.  Sohier  Welch 

73  Tremont  Street,  Room  1034 

Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott 

Readville,  Mass. 

Mr.  Boylston  Beal 

108  Beacon  Street 

Mrs.  Samuel  Cabot 

25  Kingsbury  Road 

Chestnut  Hill,  Mass. 


Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 

95  Beacon  Street 

Mr.  George  Goddard 

10  Tremont  Street 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson 

274  Beacon  Street 

Mr.  John  Lawrence 

16  State  Street,  Room  104 

Mrs.  Neal  Rantoul 

30  Fairfield  Street 

Mr.  J.  R.  Simpson,  Wm.  Filene  Sons 
416  Washington  Street 


REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1917-1918 


CO-OPERATIVE  WORKROOMS 
FOR  HANDICAPPED  WOMEN 

This  year  of  our  work  has  been  successful  in  spite  of  the 
many  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  this  time  of  war  stress 
and  influenza. 

Our  subscriptions  amounted  to  $2,765.50  ($117.50  less  than 
last  year)  but  we  have,  however,  been  able  to  largely  extend 
our  business  connection,  and  thus  obtain  more  orders  where¬ 
by  we  have  been  able  to  pay  $7148.81  in  wages  ($846.18  more 
than  last  year).  This  increase  of  work  and  wages  has  led  to 
very  happy  results.  We  have  sometimes,  for  several  weeks 


together,  been  able  to  allow  the  women  to  have  all  the  work 
they  could  undertake  at  their  homes,  instead  of  limiting  their 
earnings.  Some  of  them  were  thereby  enabled  to  pay  off  their 
debts,  and  to  buy  good  winter  clothing  and  even  in  some  cases 
to  buy  their  winter  coal  in  advance  besides.  They  have  spoken 
of  the  great  boon  it  has  been  to  them,  and  how  much  it  has 
encouraged  them  for  the  future.  It  has  also  encouraged  the 
societies  who  referred  them  to  us. 

We  had  four  notable  months,  wherein  five  to  ten  women 
each  earned  from  $15.5  to  $61.90  in  a  month.  These  of  course 
were  our  best  workers ;  but  we  have  helped  many  others  with 
small  earnings,  ranging  from  women  who  through  infirmity 
or  age  can  only  earn  $2  or  less  per  month,  but  who  need  mental 
occupation  or  more  bread,  up  to  women  who  earn  regularly 
$10  to  $15  per  month. 

In  addition  to  these  we  have  helped  women  in  many  other 
ways ;  we  have  taught  sewing  and  have  trained  them  on  power 
machines,  and  then  found  them  places  in  factories — in  some 
instances  we  have  suggested  to  them  new  lines  of  life  and 
work  more  suitable  to  them,  and  have  helped  to  place  them. 
We  have  also  co-operated  with  the  psychopathic  hospital  over 
some  of  their  cases  and  have  had  some  success.  In  two  in¬ 
stances  where  women  when  they  came  to  us  could  do  nothing; 
after  we  had  very  patiently  trained  them  as  best  we  could  we 
were  able  to  place  them  in  factories  where  they  are  still  after 
months,  doing  well,  and  this  has  been  accompanied  by  good 
mental  results. 

The  difficulties  due  to  increasing  cost  of  materials  has  been 
very  perplexing.  All  prices  have  risen  300  per  cent  and  gener¬ 
ally  more.  This  of  course  tends  to  check  our  obtaining  orders, 
though  our  cost  of  sewing  remains  the  same.  Large  orders 
for  standard  sizes  of  goods  are  our  main  support,  though  we 
are  always  thankful  to  have  private  orders  of  all  kinds, 
especially  repetition  orders.  Every  order  means  more  wages 
for  the  women. 

It  is  by  means  of  these  orders,  sales,  and  swift  return  of 
our  money  that  we  are  enabled  to  make  each  dollar  of  our  sub¬ 
scribers’  money  produce  $2,584  in  wages.  (Last  year  each  dol¬ 
lar  produced  $2.18).  Thus  even  if  people  cannot  afford  to  give 
a  subscription  they  can  be  very  helpful  by  sending  in  orders 
or  by  bringing  us  to  the  knowledge  of  institutions  or  of  other 
folk  who  need  the  class  of  goods  we  make  at  market  prices. 
We  are  issuing  with  this  appeal  lists  of  our  goods  with  prices 
but  though  our  prices  for  sewing  remains  stationary,  the  cost 
of  materials  is  apt  to  vary  considerably  in  these  days. 


We  co-operate  with  more  and  more  societies  every  year. 
Among  them  are  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  the  State  Depart¬ 
ments,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Associated  Charities,  the  Boston 
Provident  Association,  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  the  Federated 
Jewish  Charities,  the  Children’s  Aid  Society  and  others — 54  in 
all.  We  have  women  sent  to  us  of  all  creeds  and  nationalities 
— Americans,  Armenians,  English,  Hungarians,  Irish,  Italians, 
Jews,  Poles  and  others.  Many  hear  of  us  through  neighbors 
or  come  of  themselves.  Several  of  those  we  have  helped  or 
who  have  worked  with  us  have  helped  us  materially  by  selling 
our  goods  to  other  people  and  by  getting  orders,  which  is  val¬ 
uable  testimony  to  the  kindness  of  our  staff  and  to  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  our  work. 

We  could  fill  pages  with  tragic  stories,  but  refrain  from 
doing  so  lest  some  sorrowing  heart  should  recognize  its  own 
history. 

We  have  had  altogether  351  women  pass  through  our 
hands  during  the  past  twelve  months.  We  had  every  month 
some  twenty  or  more  workers  in  the  rooms  and  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  women  working  at  their  homes.  The  numbers 
vary  occasionally  through  sickness  and  other  circumstances, 
but  these  figures  are  substantially  correct. 

If  we  could  obtain  more  financial  support  we  could  do 
better  and  there  is  great  need  for  the  work  we  are  doing. 
Every  year  opens  up  new  needs  and  every  case  which  comes  to 
us  is  very  carefully  considered. 

It  would  be  a  great  encouragement  if  people  would  come 
to  43  Hawkins  Street  and  see  the  work  with  their  own 
eyes. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 

YEAR  ENDING  1  NOVEMBER,  1918 


Received 

Balance,  1,  Nov. 
1917 


Paid 

Salaries 
$1,652.58  Material 

Wages  paid  to 
2,973.71  women 


$5,863.00 

12,643.69 


Subscriptions  and 


Interest 

Eaton  Memorial  to 


Sundry  Expenses 


7,148.81 


400.14 


pay  salaries 
Sales 

Sundry  Receipts 


5,863.00  Balance,  1  Nov., 

15,193.09  1918 

376.58 


3.32 


$26,058.96 


$26,058.96 


LIST  OF  DONORS  1917-1918 


Mrs.  F.  L.  Ames 
Miss  S.  C.  Amory 
Mrs.  Hobart  Ames 
Rev.  Frederick  B.  Allen 
Mrs.  Edgar  O.  Achorn 
Mrs.  G.  R.  Agassiz. 

Miss  Sarah  H.  Blanchard 
Mrs.  James  H.  Beal 
Mrs.  S.  Brooks 
Miss  E.  H.  Bartol 
Mrs.  Dacre  Bush 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Blackmar 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Lowell  Blake 
Miss.  Sarah  C.  Bradlee 
Miss  E-  S.  Bacon 
Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Bigelow 
Mrs.  Edward  D.  Brandegee 
Mrs.  Boylston  Beal 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Baldwin 
Mrs.  S.  Parkman  Blake 
Mr.  L.  F.  Brigham 
Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake 
Mr.  Gorham  Brooks 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Bremer 
Mrs.  Samuel  Cabot 
Mrs.  James  B.  Case 
Mr.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge 
Mrs.  Francis  B.  Crownin- 
shield 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cummings 
Mrs.  Edward  Cunningham 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Cunningham 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Coolidge 
Mrs.  Robert  F.  Clark 
Mrs.  Harold  J.  Coolidge 
Mrs.  John  S.  Curtis 
Miss  C.  A.  Codman 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 
Mr.  C.  E.  Cotting 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Curtis 
Miss  G.  S.  Cary 
Miss  Eleanor  J.  Clark 
Mr.  Alexander  Cochrane 
Hon.  Geo.  A.  P.  H.  Dun¬ 
can 

Mrs.  Hasket  Derby 
Mi  ss  Rose  L.  Dexter 
Mrs.  Charles  Dalton 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Dane 
Mrs.  Franklin  Dexter 
Mr.  Wm.  S.  Eaton 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Emmons  2nd 
Miss  L.  H.  Eaton 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  S. 
Eaton 


Miss  Alice  Farnsworth 
Mrs.  Francis  B.  Forbes 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Frothingham 
Mrs.  D.  B.  Fay 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Fiske 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Fay 
Miss  Olive  T.  Foster 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner 
Mrs.  Reginald  Gray 
Mrs.  George  P.  Gardner 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Grew 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Grew 
Mrs.  E.  F.  Greene 
Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Hunt 
Mrs  G.  G.  Hammond 
Mrs.  George  D.  Howe 
Miss  M.  L.  Howland 
Mr.  Walter  Hunnewell 
Miss  Elisabeth  Harris 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Hunnewell 
Mrs.  James  R.  Hooper 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Holmes 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Henderson 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Houghton 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Hubbard 
Mr.  James  M.  Hunnewell 
Miss  Clara  Hemenway 
Mrs.  Oscar  Iasigi 
Mr.  Edward  C.  Johnson 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Kimball 
Rev.  Reuben  Kidner 
Mrs.  Henry  P.  Kidder 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball 
Mrs.  Edward  L.  Kent 
Dr.  Henry  Lyman 
Miss  Rose  Lamb 
Mrs.  Augustus  P.  Loring 
Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop 
Mrs.  John  Lawrence 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring 
Mrs.  George  C.  Lee 
Lawrence  Model  Lodging 
Houses 

Mrs.  Francis  C.  Lowell 
Mrs.  John  T.  Morse,  Jr. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Motley 
Mrs.  F.  Merriam 
Miss  Elizabeth  K.  McClel¬ 
land 

Miss  Fanny  P.  Mason 

Mrs.  James  Means 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  S.  Moseley 


Mrs.  Jane  O.  (Geo.  H.) 

Mifflin 
No  Name 

Mrs.  A.  P.  Putnam 
Edith  A.  Pope 
Mrs.  Frank  E.  Peabody 
Mrs.  W.  Y.  Peters 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Pickman 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Perry 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Peabody 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell 
Mrs.  N.  Rantoul 
Mrs.  George  S.  Silsbee 
Dr.  George  B.  Shattuck 
Miss  Laura  Slocum 
Mrs.  Francis  W.  Sargent 
Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears 
Dr.  F.  P.  Sprague 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Shaw 
Major  John  R.  Simpson 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Stevenson 
Miss  F.  C.  Sturgis 
Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Saltonstall 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Philip  Stockton 
Mrs.  Channing  C.  Simmons 
Mrs.  Robert  Saltonstall 
Miss  M.  D.  vSohier 
Mr.  Philip  L.  Saltonstall 
Miss  Alice  P.  Tapley 
Mrs.  Ezra  Ripley  Thayer 
Mrs.  Ward  Thoron 
Mrs.  Charles  Van  Brunt 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Vickery 
Miss  Gertrude  R.  White 
Mr.  W.  B.  P.  Weeks 
Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Whitwell 
Mrs.  Samuel  D.  Warren 
Miss  Cornelia  Warren 
Miss  M.  Wilbur 
Mr.  George  Wigglesworth 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Winthrop 
Mrs.  Guy  Waring 
Mr.  Charles  C.  Walker 
Miss  Mabel  Wilbur 
Mrs.  Edward  Wigglesworth 
Mr.  Grant  Walker 
Miss  Fanny  Young 
Mrs.  B.  L.  Young 


